It is reasonable to suppose that stricture may take place in any of the tubes of the human body. Instances have been met with, where constriction, and even obliteration, have occurred in individual vessels of the three vascular systems. But it is chiefly in the tubes carrying secreted or excrementitious matters to the various outlets of the body, and in those destined for the admission of food, of air, and of the seminal fluid, that such constrictions are met with ; and it is in these cases only that they become the objects of surgical treatment. All these tubes now alluded to possess one common characteristic, they are lined by mucous tissue, and some of them are strengthened exteriorly to this membrane, by muscular fibres. In some of these tubes, as the Fallopian, the trachea, the vas deferens, the lacteal tubes, and the parotid ducts, stricture is very rare. It is of more frequent occurrence in the ducts of Warton, the ureters, the excretory ducts of the pancreas and liver, the Eustachian tube, and the oesophagus. It is still more common in the intestinal canal, the nasal passage for the tears, and the urethra. Stricture, or passage, that it would hardly admit a crow-quill.
Above and rather to the left of the narrowest part of the stricture, was a dark ragged indentation, nearly of the diameter of a sixpence, and corresponding to the instrument armed with caustic which had been employed. There were no distinct marks of erosion or ulceration in any other spot. The diseased formation at either extremity, and particularly at its termination in the oesophagus, had a prominent border, like the new bark which forms on the wounds of trees; and it could be peeled off from the mucous membrane for nearly half an inch upwards. Beyond this, the membrane was found incorporated with the morbid growth; and the muscular fibres which lay under the thickest part of it were softened and changed to a yellow colour. A gland, the size of a hazel nut, situate behind the oesophagus, was found to contain a quantity of viscid opake fluid. The portion of the oesophagus which was unaffected by the degeneration already described, presented an unusually vascular appearance, particularly for an inch near its cardiac extremity ; but in other respects it was sound. The lungs and heart were healthy.
